HB 2342-S2 - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Declares an intent to establish an electronic registry to
i nprove access to health care decision-making docunents. The
regi stry woul d support, not supplant, the current systens for
advance directives and nental health advance directives by
i mproving access to these docunents.

Declares an intent that the registry would be consulted
by health care providers in every instance where there may be a
guesti on about the patient's wi shes for periods of incapacity
and the existence of a docunent that may clarify a patient's
i ntentions.

Directs the departnment of health to establish and
maintain a statewide health <care declarations registry
containing the health care declarations identified in this act
as submtted by residents of Washi ngton. The departnent shal
digitally reproduce and store health care declarations in the
registry. The departnment may establish standards for
individuals to submt digitally reproduced health care
declarations directly to the registry, but is not required to
review the health care declarations that it receives to ensure
they comply wth the particular statutory requirenments
applicable to the docunent.

Provi des that, by Decenber 1, 2008, the departnent shal
report to the house and senate commttees on health care the
following information: (1) Nunber of participants in the
registry;

(2) Nunber of health care declarations submtted by type
of declaration as defined in this act;

(3) Nunmber of health care declarations revoked and the
nmet hod of revocati on;

(4) Number of providers and facilities, by type, that
have been provi ded access to the registry;

(5) Actual costs of operation of the registry;

(6) Donations received by the departnent for deposit in
the health care declarations registry account, created in th
act by type of donor.

Declares that the establishment of a health care
declarations registry does not create any new or distinct
obligation for a provider to determ ne whether a patient has a
heal th care declaration.

Declares that a provider is not subject to civil or
crimnal liability or sanctions for unprofessional conduct
under the uniform disciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW when
in good faith and wthout negligence: (1) The provider
provi des, does not provide, w thdraws, or w thholds treatnent
to a patient in the absence of actual know edge of the
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exi stence of a health care declaration stored in the health
care declarations registry established in this act;

(2) The provider provides, does not provide, wthdraws,
or withholds treatnment pursuant to a health care declaration
stored in the health care declarations registry established in
this act in the absence of actual know edge of the revocation
of the declaration;

(3) The provider provides, does not provide, wthdraws,
or withholds treatnent according to a health care declaration
stored in the health care declarations registry established in
this act in good faith reliance upon the validity of the
health care declaration and the declaration is subsequently
found to be invalid; or

(4) The provider provides, does not provide, wthdraws,
or withholds treatnent according to the patient's health care
declaration stored in the health care declarations registry
established in this act.

Provides that, except for acts of gross negligence,
w Il ful m sconduct, or intentional wongdoing, the departnent
of health is not subject to civil liability for any clains or
demands arising out of the adm nistration or operation of the
heal th care declarations registry established in this act.



